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d'Oysel's attack but for the appearance of an
English fleet. Maitland of Lethington had con-
vinced Queen Elizabeth that the Scots were not
fighting against their duly appointed ruler but
against the French ; and Elizabeth had at length
openly declared herself. She had entered into a
treaty with the Lords at the end of February 1560,
and, in addition to the fleet, had dispatched 7,000
men across the border.
Events now moved rapidly. The regent's troops
took shelter in Leith, which was besieged by land
and sea on the 6th of April. The Lords had
entered into another covenant, undertaking c< with
our bodies, goods, friends, and all that we may do,
to set forward the Reformation of Religion,
according to God's word." They sent a copy of
their vow to Mary of Guise. She was in the castle
at Edinburgh, having asked to be allowed to go
there from Leith. For over a year she had been in
ill health, and now she was attacked by dropsy.
According to Knox, she expressed the opinion
that, through bad counsel, she had fought against
the best men in her kingdom, and was overcome
by the thought of the disasters that she had
brought on Scotland. She died on the loth of
June, isGo-Knox tells that she died in great
agony, ancf rejoices in the manner of her death as
God's punishment on a cursed woman.
Despite the large attacking force compared
with the numbers in Leith5 the port had held out